
Grand Council Meeting 
Alpha Rho Chi Fraternity 
February 13, 2007 

Attending 
Vicki J. Horton, Worthy Grand Architect Frank Kitchel, Worthy Grand Estimator 
Laura Schmidt, Worthy Grand Associate Architect Nicole Dress, Development Director 
Richard L Jenkins, Worthy Grand Scribe Charles Pickard, Expansion Director 
Scott Swanson, National Director 

Absen t / Excu sed :  
Stephen P. Janick, Grand Advisor 
Brian Swilling, Grand Lecturer   
 

The meeting was held on a conference call. 

 

Cal l ed to Or der , M on day Febr u ar y 13, 20 0 7 at  9 :0 2 pm  EST 

Minutes for the January 10 and January 19 meetings were accepted with amendments. 

Repor ts 

W or thy Gr and  Ar ch i t ect  

See appendix for  repor t contents 

¥ Expectation to get action from nominations committee shortly 

¥ Plans to have charters framed in Memphis 

W or thy Gr and  Associate Ar ch i t ect  

¥ Worked with web host to upgrade database to work with IE7 and eliminating other bugs. Will 
check on linked accounts functionality (WGS reports problems exporting with linked 
accounts). 

¥ Job Board has been upgraded to reduce spam postings. 

¥ Expect to send dues invoice message to WGS within week. 

W or thy Gr and  Scr ibe 

See appendix for  repor t contents 

¥ Plans for production of new edition of Ritual discussed. Weighed options/labor/expense of 
purchasing binding equipment versus sending out. Consideration will be given to best use of 
available labor. 

¥ Discussion of further follow-up on Vitruvius incident in report. WGA notes that national 
fraternity is still in information-gathering mode and that VITR WA is still gathering 
statements for files. 

W or thy Gr and  Est im ator  

¥ No report submitted, WGE has just returned from travel. Spreadsheet from Feb. 5 distributed 
prior to call. A number of chapter reports have been received since Feb. 5. Plans to work 
through those reports this week 
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¥ Will update ND on reporting status of chapters shortly. 

Expan sion  D i r ector  

¥ Talked with RD5 about some student interest in reactivating Daphnis Chapter. 

¥ Working with members studying at University at Georgia about promoting APX at that 
school. 

¥ Sending follow up emails to students at Texas Tech, U. Kentucky, Oklahoma State University 

Nat i on al  D i r ector   

See appendix for  repor t contents 

¥ Rhoecus update:  

o RD6 sees improvement in the chapter and meeting requirements (see letter  in 
appendix) 

o Partial roster received 

o Expecting E-1 and E-3 reports for newly initiated members 

o Discussion of requirements for existing active members (other than the newly-
initiated three) to receive badges and certificates. Pledge and Initiation fees have 
not been received for any of the active members of RHOE. The questions were 

(a) What payment is required for existing actives to be issued badges and 
certificates 

(b) Whether issuance of badges and certificates to all active members would 
be required for continued active status of RHOE Chapter. 

After debate, it was decided that any existing active wished to be issued a badge 
and certificate would be asked to pay $125 (uncollected pledge + initiation fee).  
However, the chapter’s status would not be contingent on all currently active 
members procuring badges and certificates.  

o WGE requests ND/RD6 learn what date was on check for Feb E-2 report. 

¥ Nicon update: RD3 has seen greatly improved communication. She believes that took the 
WGA’s letter to heart. Chapter has reported 12 pledges, suggested that RD3 pursue getting 
APOL to help NICO. 

¥ Imhotep: Wednesday, IMHO WA called ND about issue with chapter seal. Discussion turned 
to the chapter’s empty account and advisor’s suggestion to “go inactive” since they do not 
have money to pay the national dues. We do not consider this good advice. Chapter does not 
wish to cease activity and is looking for ways to resolve issues. No news from RD5 on this. 
WGA to follow up with faculty advisor. 

Devel opm en t  D i r ector  

¥ Got return call from Texas prospect 

¥ Trying to get past donor information from the Foundation. 

Old Business 
None (Rhoecus and Nicon Chapter status discussed in reports) 
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New Business 
California College of the Arts 

¥ WGS has received a petition from students at California College of the Arts to be recognized 
as a colony of Alpha Rho Chi. WGS found the report in order and recommended approval of 
the petition (treating proposed namesake and cadency marks as separate issues). 

WGS moved that 
The Gr and Council accept the petit ion from Cali fornia College of the Ar ts and dir ect the 
Regional Director  (8) to schedule a pledge ceremony. 
Motion passed unanimously 

WGS will email the students informing them of the colony’s new status. WGS to direct RD8 to 
set time/place for pledge ceremony. Colony will need 15 pledges to formally establish the 
colony (not necessarily the same as those who signed the petition). 

¥ The colony has proposed “Amenohotep” as chapter namesake. WGS recommended approval 
of the proposed name. ND (and RD8) recommended that the name not be approved since the 
name is very similar to “Imhotep” name and may not be well received by that chapter. The 
Grand Council took no action on the name and will ask RD8 to work with the colony on name 
issue. A list of potential namesakes was forwarded for reference. 

¥ The colony has proposed a “tribar” as its cadency mark. WGS noted that the proposal met the 
fraternity’s standards. The Grand Council granted the future chapter the arms : ÒQuar ter ly 
sanguine and azur e, in second a r ose argent, a bend ar gent with nine mullets of eight sable, 
a tribar for  di fference.Ó 

¥ Pledge education. ND and RD8 have identified an Daedalus alumnus in San Jose, Brendon 
Goggins who will serve as the pledge educator, meeting with the colony and conducting 
quizzes and exams. RD8 would plan the curriculum for Bro. Goggins to implement. Pledge 
training may start in advance of pledging ceremony. 

¥ Ceremonial. Another local alumna and former Worthy Superintendant of Daedalus, Laurie 
Tyler, would coordinate the ceremonial planning with Daedalus Chapters. 

¥ Daedalus would have ceremonial role as sponsoring organization. Colony to visit Daedalus 
chapter for pledging ceremony. RD8 to discuss plan with DAED and schedule this weekend. 
WGAA will serve as GC representative at pledging ceremony. Big brothers from Daedalus 
discussed. 

¥ Conference call to be held among all APX parties to set roles and responsibilities and review 
process. 

¥ Pledge fees. ND raises issue of pledge fees due from previous colony’s pledges. WGS notes 
policy in previous reports (that pledges of former Amenophis colony would be excused from 
paying the pledge fees). WGE argues that we need to set precedent of all paying dues and fees. 
WGA argues that the fee is more properly to defray the fraternity’s costs, rather than just 
standard pledge fee. Policy is changed to require $50 pledge fees from all colonists, including 
those affiliated with previous colony. 

 

Discussion of plans for Ritual at Convention.  

 

Next meeting scheduled for Monday, March 5. (Note: RD call is scheduled for  Feb 28) 

 

Th e m eet i ng ad jou r n ed  at  10 :51 pm .  
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Rich ar d  L  Jenk in s 
Worthy Grand Scribe, 
Alpha Rho Chi Fraternity 
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Appendices 

Wor thy Gr and Architect Repor t 
¥ Official convention notice/delegate credentials sent to WGS for signature and mailing. 

Chapters/Alumni Assoc’s should have them by now. Scott, please ask RD’s to confirm this and 
let me know if anyone still has not received them.  

¥ I am still waiting on 59th Convention minutes. Recently spoke with the 59th President, who 
tells me I’ll have them during my visit this weekend. Without these, I have been unable to 
follow up on committee progress. 

¥ One of the committees, the Nominations Committee, has some time-sensitive work to do. I 
believe our esteemed WGAA and WGE intend to run for reelection? 

¥ LC07 update: October 19-21 has been finalized with the hotel. A new contract is on its way to 
me. Our chosen speaker has committed to the event and will only require travel, lodging and 
meal expenses. I am working with him on the program, but I intend to compile suggestions 
from the membership at convention as well. If you have ideas, please forward those on to me 
as soon as possible. 

¥ Signed amended Herff-Jones contract and mailed. Frank, I’ll send you a copy.    

¥ Headquarters search committee: not nearly as far along as I had hoped to be by now, but I’ve 
done some research…mostly focused on opportunities for non-profits to lease/buy space at 
reduced rates. One of the locations I’m waiting to hear from is 2!  blocks away from the site 
of the Hotel Sherman. Will advise. 

¥ The storage facility here is now empty and our lease terminated as of 1/31. Frank, I forwarded 
the refund check to you yesterday. When my schedule clears a bit, I will reorganize the 
contents of the various boxes and ship to you. 

¥ Waiting on information from previous WGA before I can order Dinocrates, Nicon and 
Hadrian charters. Hope to have the orders to our calligrapher by 2/28.  

¥ I’m in receipt of three nominations for the So Whitten Award, and Andronicus Chapter has 
forwarded this year’s plaque. As soon as I am done calculating the winner, I will have the 
plaque engraved and bring it with me to convention.  

¥ I am aware of one other pending nomination, possibly for the Silver Medal. 

¥ The Grand Lecturer requests that Council members choose a Ritual role you will play for 
Robert Ivy’s initiation. I’ve asked Brian to join us tonight to discuss. 

¥ I need bullet points from each of you for the Grand Council report to convention, preferably 
by the 15th of next month. That will allow for the latest reporting figures from the chapters, 
and give me time to put together the presentation. 

o Laura / Frank, a 2006-2007 version of what you sent Greg last year is fine. 

o Rick, if you would please compile a list of highlights accomplished in your areas 
this year, objectives for this year, I can piece the filler from there. I can give you 
some pointers if you like, just let me know. 

o Steve, I know you haven’t been able to make much headway with the 
international information, but I think the membership would benefit from seeing 
your observations, goals, concerns, etc. in writing.  
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Wor thy Gr and Scr ibe Repor t 

Oper at i on s 

1. California College of the Arts 

a. I have a received a petition from students at California College of the Arts to be 
recognized as a colony of Alpha Rho Chi. The petition appears to be in order. It 
contains the requisite 15 signatures and other information required by our 
standards. I recommend the Grand Council accept the petition. 

b. As chapter namesake, the petitioners have proposed the name Amenhotep - for 
the ancient Egyptian architect Amenhotep, son of Hapu. I have forwarded a 
biographical sketch of the namesake with this report. The students have decided 
not to adopt the Greek form of the name, Amenophis, used by the earlier colony 
at CCA. I recommend the Grand Council adopt the name Amenhotep for the new 
colony. 

c. The students have proposed the following chapter arms: ÒQuar ter ly sanguine 
and azur e, in second a rose ar gent, a bend ar gent with nine mullets of eight 
sable, a tribar for  di ffer ence.Ó The petitioners sent a description of this 
proposed cadency mark, which I forwarded along with the report. Their proposal 
meets our guidelines. (I have communicated slight adjustments for depicting the 
mark on the arms and standard). I recommend granting these arms to the 
prospective chapter. 

d. Brothers Rosen and Swanson have been working to recruit local alumni to serve 
as a colony Pledge Educator. We expect to get a commitment soon. 

e. We recommend that Daedalus Chapter serve as the ceremonial sponsoring 
organization. 

f. A date for a pledging ceremony has not yet been scheduled. 

2. Vitruvius Chapter 

g. In mid-January, RD1 learned of an incident between two active members of 
Vitruvius Chapter. This incident took place immediately prior to finals in 
December and resulted in the chapter revoking most membership privileges for 
the offending active (except for attendance at chapter meetings and selected 
professional events).  

h. On January 24, the National Director held a conference call to review the incident 
and the chapter’s response to it. The chapter WA, Landon Roberts, attended the 
call as well as WGA, WGS, and RD1. 

i. Although the chapter considers the incident resolved, and the two 
members are unlikely to come in contact with each other again; we made 
some recommendations for the WA. He is collecting statements from 
each active to document what they saw or heard of the incident, keeping 
them on file in case a future complaint is made. We also recommended 
that he follow-up in the future with to everyone involved to learn of any 
lingering concerns. 

ii. I took notes during the call. Copies have been placed in my files as well as 
mailed to all who attended on the call. 

3. Letters to schools of architecture announcing the Alpha Rho Chi Bronze Medal program for 
2007 have been sent to the printers. The website and forms have been updated and tested in 
preparation for this year’s nominations. 

4. I have mailed the annual meeting notices and delegate credentials that the WGA prepared in 
advance of Convention.  
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Publ icat ions 

1. I am working with the Associate Grand Lecturer to get a new edition of The Ritual ready 
for distribution at Convention.  

a. Bro. Brazill is finalizing her proof of the document’s text.  

b. I have been developing design and production specifications for the edition. I 
plan to make 40-50 books. The books will have a cover of upholstery vinyl and a 
spiral bound text. Including a contingency margin, I estimate the edition will cost 
$1,500 to produce. 

c. Copies would be distributed to each chapter, the Grand Lecturer, any Associate 
Grand Lecturers, and members of the Grand Council. Extras would be held in 
reserve for new chapters and any required replacements. 

2. Credit card forms for alumni dues payment, pledge pin orders, graduation regalia orders, 
bronze medal payment, and “open” payments are now up and operational on 
alpharhochi.org.  

National Director  Repor t 
¥ Participated in conference call with VITR and RHOE (see WGS report). 

¥ VITR actives are working through their concerns regarding the previously reported situation.  
WA is in contact with RD 1 and will keep us informed as appropriate.  

¥ RD 6 continues her contact with RHOE, albeit limited contact. RHOE initiated pledge class.  
ND not sure met all the requirements of the January conference call. See supplementary 
repor t from RD6, below. 

¥ NICO has improved communication (from nothing to phone and email contact) with RD 3.  
They have pledges and are planning on sending 2 brothers to convention.  They appear to 
have received the GC's letter and are responding to it.  

¥ ND was contacted by IMHO WA regarding chapter seal questions. During conversation, ND 
learned WA and chapter were directed by their advisor to "go inactive" since they are unable 
to pay their dues and have no money in their bank account.  ND asked WA for copy of email 
suggesting this action, but has not received it yet.  ND advised WA to NOT go inactive and let 
the chapter fold and will continue to work with WA.  ND has limited to no contact with RD 5.  

¥ RD 8 and ND identifying DAED alumni living in San Francisco Bay Area to serve as CCA local 
APX contact/test administrator.  Both feel DAED chapter is able to serve in ceremonial roles 
as well. 

¥ ND starting planning process for new APX Handbook for Members.  Collecting data and local 
samples from chapters.  Have interested ANTH brother to assist.  

¥ ND researching first-aid/CPR training costs for chapters. 

¥ ND collecting student reporting requirements/student organization by-laws and governing 
policies for universities. 

 

Repor t fr om Regional Director  (6) 
February 12, 2007 

To:  Grand Council 

Rhoecus Status Update 
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Since our special meeting January 9, 2007, Rhoecus has made great strides.  They have met the 
main requirements stated in the letter sent to them in November.   

 

1.) Roster of active members & pledges was received 2/9/07 
1a.)  Members declared their status as Active or not 

1b.)  Active address information is on E-1 cards which should be sent soon if not already 

1c.)  I don’t think they have gotten name for database update yet 

2.) They submitted their February MMR early 
2a.)  I don’t know if they’ve corrected their October report 

2b.)  They are reporting all Active members 

2c.)  WGE received $150 check for January MMR  

3.) Amy and I have had phone conversations on a regular basis 
 

They are starting to operate as a Chapter.  

Several members met the days before classes started for the semester to rebuild their props that 
were destroyed last year.  They were supposed to have initiation the first weekend they were 
back to class.  However, one of their three pledges couldn’t make it due to another commitment.  
Fortunately, they were able to reschedule it for the following weekend.  I am happy to report we 
have three new Rhoecus Brothers!   

All current actives have filled out E-1 cards and Amy told me Friday 2/9/07, she would be mailing 
them ASAP. 

They agreed to collect semester dues at their meeting last Tuesday.  Since this decision was 
made less than a week ago they don’t have all members’ dues yet.  I told WAA, Amy Schaefer to 
send the February MMR showing all members even though they may not be able to send all the 
dues this month. 

In addition, they are selling candy grams for Valentine’s Day. 

They have tripled member participation and have nine – ten members interested in attending 
national convention.  They had a meeting today with the college dean to discus funding for 
convention. 

In my opinion Rhoecus is on the right track.  They still need assistance and encouragement and 
have a lot of questions about what many Chapters probably consider routine procedures.  I 
believe the weekly phone calls have been helpful.  Amy seems to find my advice and suggestions 
useful. 

If you have any questions or need further information, don’t hesitate to contact me. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Erin Froschheiser 

Region 6 Director 


